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ENVIRONMENT & GOVERNANCE

NGT climate
conference opens in
New Delhi

Two-day international conference: 19-20
September 2026

17 COUNTRIES

Judicial representatives from 17 countries are
participating.

® The National Green Tribunal (NGT) is
organising the conference on 'The Future
of Environment and Climate Dynamics'.

® The Prime Minister inaugurated the
conference and released an NGT Mobile
Application.

® Core themes include environmental
governance, policy gaps,
iImplementation, enforcement and
Institutional cooperation.

® Exam link: NGT is a specialised
environmental adjudicatory body;
environmental governance often
connects law, science and federal
administration.

Source PIB, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change — 19 Sep
2026
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GOVERNANCE & EMPLOYMENT

20th Rozgar Mela

Nationwide government recruitment event

51,000+

Appointment letters distributed in the 20th
edition.

® The 20th Rozgar Mela was held across 45
locations in the country.

® Recruits are joining departments
including Revenue, Railways, Home
Affairs, Health & Family Welfare,
Financial Services and Defence.

® Across 20 editions, about 12.75 lakh
appointment letters have been
distributed.

® Exam link: distinguish a recruitment
initiative from a statutory
employment-guarantee programme;
recruitment continues through
established agencies and sanctioned
posts.

Source PIB — 19 Sep 2026; Rozgar Mela backgrounder and PMO release
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & TRADE

India-Canada CEPA
talks gain
momentum

Canada says it is optimistic about concluding
talks by end-2026

CEPA

Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement — broader than a basic
tariff-cutting FTA.

® Canada's trade minister said Indian

negotiators are expected to visit Canada
next month.

® Key areas under discussion include LNG
and energy, nuclear cooperation, critical
minerals and resilient supply chains.

® Indian companies are exploring
iInvestment opportunities in Canadian
critical-mineral projects.

® Status check: negotiations are ongoing;
the year-end timeline is an objective, not
a concluded agreement.

Source Reuters — 19 Sep 2026
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GEOGRAPHY & CLIMATE

Southwest Monsoon
withdrawal begins

IMD: withdrawal from some parts of West
Rajasthan on 19 September

19 SEP

Official start of 2026 monsoon withdrawal
from parts of West Rajasthan.

® Withdrawal typically starts from
northwestern India and progresses
toward the southeast.

® The withdrawal phase is associated with
weakening monsoon circulation over
northwest India and changing
pressure/wind patterns.

® Exam link: 'retreating monsoon' is
especially important for Tamil Nadu
because the northeast monsoon later
becomes its major rainy season.

® Track IMD's withdrawal line and
subsequent Bay of Bengal systems
separately — they can still produce
heavy rain after withdrawal starts in the
northwest.

Source India Meteorological Department (IMD) — Monsoon Information, 19
Sep 2026
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ECONOMY

Moody's lifts India's
FY27 growth forecast

Real GDP growth forecast revised upward

7.0%

Moody's FY2027 real GDP growth forecast, up
from 6.0%.

® India's April-June quarter growth was
reported at 7.8% year-on-year.

® Moody's cited resilience despite Middle
East conflict-related pressures.

® Key risks flagged: elevated global energy
prices and El Nino-related food inflation.

® Exam link: higher oil prices can affect
inflation, the current account, subsidies
and fiscal consolidation.

Source Reuters — 18 Sep 2026, reporting Moody's forecast
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WORLD & MIGRATION

U.S. extends H-1B
fee policy

One-year extension; legal challenges remain
ongoing

$100,000

Fee specified for new H-1B non-immigrant visa
applications under the extended order.

® The extension applies to new H-1B
applications under the order; current visa
holders and certain foreign graduates
already in the U.S. are exempt.

® The measure is being challenged in U.S.
courts, so implementation remains
legally contested.

® India angle: H-1B policy is significant for
Indian skilled workers and
technology-sector hiring.

® Exam link: H-1B is a U.S. non-immigrant
employment visa category for specialty
occupations.

Source Reuters — 18 Sep 2026
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